
Basic Lap Steel Guitar

From Pickup

Shield

Wiring, REAR VIEW

TOP VIEW

2" nut width, 1-13/16" string spacing (11/32" string centers)

3" radius

1" radius

centerline

Drill all holes 7/32"

3 degree slant:

3/8"

Dotted lines indicate alternate body size,

bridge position, and fretboard location for

24" scale length if desired.  Entire pickup

assembly is re-located 1-1/2" further from

the nut position and frets positions are 

re-located as per the fret layout chart.

Scale Length: 22-1/2"
Shown to nearest 64th & .01"
Fret / Distance from nut
1        1-17/64"      1.26 
2        2-29/64"      2.45
3        3-37/64"      3.58 
4        4-41/64"      4.64 
5        5-41/64"      5.64
6        6-19/32"      6.59
7        7-31/64"      7.48
8        8-21/64"      8.33 
9        9-1/8"          9.12
10      9-7/8"          9.87  
11     10-37/64"     10.58
12     11-1/4"         11.25
13     11-7/8"         11.88
14     12-31/64"     12.48 
15     13-3/64"       13.04
16     13-37/64"     13.57
17     14-5/64"       14.07 
18     14-35/64"     14.55 
19     14-63/64"     14.99
20     15-13/32"     15.41
21     15-13/16"     15.81
22     16-3/16"       16.19
23     16-35/64"     16.54
24     16-7/8"         16.88
END 17-1/4"         17.25

Scale Length: 24"
Shown to nearest 64th & .01"
Fret / Distance from nut
1       1-11/32"        1.35  
2       2-5/8"            2.62  
3       3-13/16"        3.82  
4       4-61/64"        4.95    
5       6-1/64"          6.02   
6       7-1/32"          7.03   
7       7-63/64"        7.98  
8       8-7/8"            8.88  
9       9-47/64"        9.73  
10     10-17/32"      10.53
11     11-9/32"        11.29    
12     12"                12.00  
13     12-43/64"      12.67  
14     13-5/16"        13.31  
15     13-29/32"      13.91   
16     14-15/32"      14.48   
17     15-1/64"        15.01  
18     15-33/64"      15.51    
19     15-63/64"      15.99   
20     16-7/16"        16.44  
21     16-55/64"      16.86 
22     17-17/64"      17.27  
23     17-41/64"      17.64     
24     18"                18.00  
END 18 5/16          18.31

Alternate 24" scale fretboard
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These measurements for 22-1/2" scale

These measurements for 24" scale

If modification of this instrument plan is desired,

feel free to experiment at will.  The only critical

dimension is the bridge position relative to the

desired scale length.  Pickup type and location,

 controls, bridge, string anchoring method, and

 pick guard material and size can all be modified

as desired.

Nut is 1/4" by 1/2" tall
3/32" headstock overlay

(22-1/2" scale)

(24" scale)
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This drawing provided by Bluestemstrings.com and

may not be re-produced, copied, or used for any

purpose other than individual use without the express

written permission of the author.
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Dimensions this side of centerline are for 22-1/2" scale instrument.

Dimensions this side of centerline are for 24" scale instrument.

Instrument centerline

1" radius

Design shows Grover 18:1 Sta-tite cast baseplate tuners

12th Fret at body junction for both 22-1/2" and 24" scales.
Countersink for #8 by 1-1/4"

3/32" by 3/16" slot at front.

sheet metal screws

Drill 1/8" and countersink for

#4 by 1/2" stainless steel oval

head Phillips screws.

Bridge string spacing 2"

5" by 16" grid shown to produce full size template with the use of 1" graph paper

Bluestem Free Basic Lap Steel Plan.dcdFile:

Pickup opening 3/4" by 2-3/4"

Pilot drill 1/16" for #4 screws

(25/64" centers)

oval head stainless steel

3/16"

Drill 3/8"

Drill 7/64" for softwood body,

9/64" for hardwood body.

Brass bridge details:

3/8" wide by 11/16" tall by 2-5/8" long 

Round over all top surfaces to semicircle

Drill (2) 5/32" diameter mounting holes 9/16" deep

Tap  for (2) 3/8" long #10 by 24 machine screws
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Pickup / volume / output jack plate is conventional plastic

material and can be modified to suit individual application.

Inverted mounting plate showing wiring:

Ground wire to bridge


